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Dear Friend, 

If you know someone that needs to be added to this policy briefing, please let us know by sending an 
e-mail here:  info@puregrassroots.org. 

Please also follow me on X (Formerly twitter) here:  R. Morris Owens (@MoeOwensJD) / X 
(twitter.com) or on Facebook here: Facebook 
 

2024 GOP Platform Disappoints Many, Especially on 2A 

  

The Republican Party’s 2024 platform, released on Monday, is missing any full-bodied support of the 
Second Amendment. The platform mentions it just once, at the No. 7 position among its 20 
promises: 

“7. Defend our Constitution, our Bill of Rights, and our fundamental freedoms, including freedom of 
speech, freedom of religion, and the right to keep and bear arms.” 

Period. 

What a contrast with the GOP’s 2016 platform on the Second Amendment: 

“We support firearm reciprocity legislation to recognize the right of law-abiding Americans to carry 
firearms to protect themselves and their families in all 50 states. We support constitutional carry 
statutes and salute the states that have passed them. 

We oppose ill-conceived laws that would restrict magazine capacity or ban the sale of the most 
popular and common modern rifle. We also oppose any effort to deprive individuals of their right to 
keep and bear arms without due process of law. We condemn frivolous lawsuits against gun 
manufacturers and the current Administration’s illegal harassment of firearm dealers. We oppose 
federal licensing or registration of law-abiding gun owners, registration of ammunition, and 
restoration of the ill-fated Clinton gun ban.” 

Trump in 2015 

This was certainly in line with what Donald Trump said he believed in his 2015 book Great Again: 
How to Fix Our Crippled America: 

“The fact that the Founding Fathers made it the Second Amendment, second only to our First 
Amendment freedoms of speech, religion, the press, and the right of assembly and to petition the 
government, shows that they understood how important the right to bear arms would be for all 
Americans…. 

https://trk.klclick1.com/ls/click?upn=u001.Dp1x9pd5syQiM2R431ewJC910B77u5BF9FhaBOWrBdtBZ7JdhdW0OPyvhFZ04O1JrFUM7aJb8cwoT1Y5BwRvU7N7qEZf88l61wBHw5-2FRJiukqMXwnZRAX9UQUzgqVoILHdj2BER8fDWAr6K7rn79Lb-2BW9qujs8hGEkCwxUtzsTpsDlP51J1jsrO7Hw1q1sYa1VZXq4t9iUVla3NTL6wMJKMjynJA-2FgE-2Fk-2BqyfRrm3Gw-3D3MIg_pYzszJtWvDo4XrPcIrPEjzh8aWxr38EZ18qgGajRI3YcmP-2BdwhMkJsDb6-2F1VfXJe0PlylkIkQpVnfkD7vx-2F0mmsT74LKHI4B5MaSL7CZgGMUJEAWC0v93NMveaqXBjOibGayGpNDQAAZ9GI8fesi7BRtiRak-2BfhZW9iRBC0UqevslUYOUYGEvuSyGj7-2BIdcg4Z9xYLpXDkGW8nvSMVwyKDkteTh-2Bt6t-2B-2FTAujNIq-2Fv0rsgeuOxVGcqu15bOJAIf7gO2c9JfjaiN1VG6SO0JcXFITetXxmu-2FvuEzfAIL9aIVVvrAjEmOiPANo6Ky-2FtKOsAM4lvA9yTyDtrIGtI-2F-2BWutzsBcNQfY-2FeH4JsOMhr1ybLBDIpizjl6j34A4Mo4ZhR7fUFGQuUMjmfOzvzc-2Fs-2FbHRBnIpeXxz1rQNwOo18gU9nWG3iC2IwsDUd6EJX8t8WZjdYoboSY7FWlur-2BwdJx6ffe0nSctkBr23PQXwr78ac-3D
https://trk.klclick1.com/ls/click?upn=u001.EqZzPsXFbn6JWPGgKcd-2B9vXQFG9LtVI2bEIFtU-2F-2BgERadUUAPKw8VRHhBAGjvLBGdNFxhvGJdt7hx34AppS1Cu2nknhfFx12BrPaFFHH0crz-2FIylyz8DACno0eSH598Kz-2BnsWyoILOc4hmkP94Bnig-3D-3DYUAI_pYzszJtWvDo4XrPcIrPEjzh8aWxr38EZ18qgGajRI3YcmP-2BdwhMkJsDb6-2F1VfXJe0PlylkIkQpVnfkD7vx-2F0mmsT74LKHI4B5MaSL7CZgGMUJEAWC0v93NMveaqXBjOibGayGpNDQAAZ9GI8fesi7BRtiRak-2BfhZW9iRBC0UqevslUYOUYGEvuSyGj7-2BIdcg4Z9xYLpXDkGW8nvSMVwyKDkteTh-2Bt6t-2B-2FTAujNIq-2Fv0rsgeuOxVGcqu15bOJAIf7gO2c9JfjaiN1VG6SO0JcXFITetXxmu-2FvuEzfAIL9aIVVvrAjEmOiPANo6Ky-2FtKOsqiJh4HJlb7RrBPA75QyGurZ6fJIN47cCtI6q1nO84jA6JIr1qzAt8uTTMOsHyuoH3Q9uBB-2F6TsXsuWrFrSPSQOUakdF2PxdzeZpfASeKynDNqxSqZ7-2FHfZLorIeowho2TD3ALdFiohtA-2Bj9GU1t4juw-2BPmsEFwghNg6gE2QDXpw-3D
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We all enjoy this fundamental right in order to defend ourselves and our families. The Founding 
Fathers knew it was essential to a free society and passed this amendment to make sure the 
government could never take it (or our arms) away. Throughout history, we’ve seen oppressive 
governments consolidate and ensure their control over those they govern by taking away the means 
necessary for citizens to defend themselves…. 

The Second Amendment was created to make sure Americans could protect themselves from 
tyranny. There is no way we will change it.” 

Trump in 2024 

In its press release, the Republican National Committee (RNC) affirmed that the 2024 platform was 
totally Trump’s doing. The apparent deviation from what Trump believed in 2015 is very concerning, 
as the platform “serves as a contract with the American voter that makes clear what we can and will 
deliver under a President Trump administration with the Republican Party leading the country for the 
next four years.” 

Second Amendment Not Prioritized 

As noted above, the Second Amendment sits in seventh position, behind other pressing issues like 
securing the border and deporting illegals. Making the country the dominant energy producer in the 
world is next, followed by “turn[ing] the United States into a manufacturing superpower. Number Six: 
“Large tax cuts for workers and no tax on tips!” 

In seventh place, the Second Amendment is likely to be ignored. There is no other mention of it 
among the 20 promises, and no agenda concerning rolling back present onerous unconstitutional 
infringements. 

Instead, gun owners might learn to their dismay what Reason writer Jacob Sullum suggests. Is 
Trump interested not in ideology, but in pragmatic solutions to problems the country faces, despite 
the fact that those solutions might be unconstitutional? As Sullum noted: 

“This cursory treatment of the Second Amendment is consistent with the reality that the current 
Republican Party wants whatever former President Donald Trump wants. 

Despite his lip service to the right of armed self-defense, Trump has never been a true believer…” 

What Does Trump Really Believe? 

In February 2018, following the shooting at the Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School in Parkland, 
Florida, Trump met with Vice President Mike Pence and leaders of both political parties. Deranged 
gunman Nikolas Cruz had used a semiautomatic rifle to murder 17 people and wound 17 others, and 
his murderous attack remains the deadliest mass shooting in a high school in U.S. history. 

The topic of that meeting was whether a “red flag” law might have alerted authorities to Cruz’s 
mental instability in time to prevent the attack. 

Pence parroted the standard leftist argument favoring such unconstitutional infringements: 

“[Such laws might] give families and give local law enforcement additional tools if an individual is 
reported to be a potential danger to themselves or others. 

Allow due process so no one’s rights are trampled. But [have] the ability to go to court, obtain an 
order, and then collect not only the firearms but any weapons in the possession of that individual.” 

https://trk.klclick1.com/ls/click?upn=u001.Dp1x9pd5syQiM2R431ewJMHU5EMhQyteVW3PzX0eEqRUUcds71lih83KmrIW612GtFLgviYXLzyuGvAFajuyFiGQ1ukcxX5KLx5-2FeH1B1R9-2BqShGxH5KfpL6KZ6mWdC5F7jylIA9oUQDjMppIa0-2FTAePRntMrW7IcjytTIJ60cEq9dW3Saet7v5N4-2Fb6M1aJvCqmG3Kg5fH5aIXv4Gil0EsAqAwWI0x-2FApSO6-2Bk95P8-3D2Kug_pYzszJtWvDo4XrPcIrPEjzh8aWxr38EZ18qgGajRI3YcmP-2BdwhMkJsDb6-2F1VfXJe0PlylkIkQpVnfkD7vx-2F0mmsT74LKHI4B5MaSL7CZgGMUJEAWC0v93NMveaqXBjOibGayGpNDQAAZ9GI8fesi7BRtiRak-2BfhZW9iRBC0UqevslUYOUYGEvuSyGj7-2BIdcg4Z9xYLpXDkGW8nvSMVwyKDkteTh-2Bt6t-2B-2FTAujNIq-2Fv0rsgeuOxVGcqu15bOJAIf7gO2c9JfjaiN1VG6SO0JcXFITetXxmu-2FvuEzfAIL9aIVVvrAjEmOiPANo6Ky-2FtKOsWLbXnR4tnwx-2BNRDT6rzirBs-2B3fPQT6PZioNvkZKg7qZqiy03sKd-2BtqhQ8Hl7phlCu8jpRB3wld48k8qMgLG-2FZYCFOMJaSR5CuD6VqvQoPYfA59GBKc5Ee-2B8YVo7opWAc1MiQCNQtVYBa7M9vJZbDJlji6W2odvqA6ub5oHT0usg-3D
https://trk.klclick1.com/ls/click?upn=u001.Dp1x9pd5syQiM2R431ewJFlLU0RfTdSrJWzGntzqUNvkVdCbDlReMhI7fOTthTtmIfT1zvlJN3DWdTrlwkQ5X3QjTLUD21aGzIU9Q-2BOgEzhEMgtA5u1WDYqjsJJTGWIW3SogvClXm4ccUDQTKRse-2FrbeAREMMUj1Q-2B1HvCTELXc-3DCaF5_pYzszJtWvDo4XrPcIrPEjzh8aWxr38EZ18qgGajRI3YcmP-2BdwhMkJsDb6-2F1VfXJe0PlylkIkQpVnfkD7vx-2F0mmsT74LKHI4B5MaSL7CZgGMUJEAWC0v93NMveaqXBjOibGayGpNDQAAZ9GI8fesi7BRtiRak-2BfhZW9iRBC0UqevslUYOUYGEvuSyGj7-2BIdcg4Z9xYLpXDkGW8nvSMVwyKDkteTh-2Bt6t-2B-2FTAujNIq-2Fv0rsgeuOxVGcqu15bOJAIf7gO2c9JfjaiN1VG6SO0JcXFITetXxmu-2FvuEzfAIL9aIVVvrAjEmOiPANo6Ky-2FtKOsqM01E34lUggLYQmq1oUcjqBBUhq02-2Fo9y0baRigSKy-2B06OHmWF4Oc-2Fvx537nZJWuYvWMIMb3twP-2BV1whn9PxNUPUjDMIH6N7E0vAOnczH7es1N0z-2FS8k3s-2FZlAcKSV2uDzgtLb8yI5uv-2Ft80DlxMRTCh-2B-2FSw3xOZd88kPyPsdA0-3D
https://trk.klclick1.com/ls/click?upn=u001.Dp1x9pd5syQiM2R431ewJDp7ggVnPuVYTQTMky4CHWmYtJqY4NkCGZjktdbXK9f6-2FVgtEnvmga1IGH2TzQ-2FZNrDAXLSTI54-2FqOeOwGJvZTe1xVhqTvGEOXL-2B2-2FvYgLnjgYejUVUlvcE-2BfPSw8-2BuKDeObI77MVei9tPyJ4-2BO2q-2F4sJf6r5ekK-2Buq-2BfwE-2Fh-2F2eH6rL5S0XZhlpXlbJ2thjfh8PHuGS-2FaDpwD4S0Z1DNMusouUnsBOPPjSVzRC7vpbiff8RkD8RNrxj6iBVIHIoG-2BC3MiqSZOU-2BlMGucDnqxadyz5mWb0EHZDMc0LCqu72MayrL_pYzszJtWvDo4XrPcIrPEjzh8aWxr38EZ18qgGajRI3YcmP-2BdwhMkJsDb6-2F1VfXJe0PlylkIkQpVnfkD7vx-2F0mmsT74LKHI4B5MaSL7CZgGMUJEAWC0v93NMveaqXBjOibGayGpNDQAAZ9GI8fesi7BRtiRak-2BfhZW9iRBC0UqevslUYOUYGEvuSyGj7-2BIdcg4Z9xYLpXDkGW8nvSMVwyKDkteTh-2Bt6t-2B-2FTAujNIq-2Fv0rsgeuOxVGcqu15bOJAIf7gO2c9JfjaiN1VG6SO0JcXFITetXxmu-2FvuEzfAIL9aIVVvrAjEmOiPANo6Ky-2FtKOsrEUxpdYZ6fMt1fuM9WleDQcBHQj9lSwauVrfCYDJLAkpo1TDOpL50PjdjC61juiARa42xYNObJNsOUSPFaRcF9BbthZLKKLdDdo5gtBPbG3THT8GWRO-2BuMxbz9BRQ6j6wkeyPiyaBdVS4ZQ1rqRVQAvNc4goqmkTUGgNyVPaigA-3D
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Trump responded: “Or, Mike, take the firearms first and then go to court…. Because a lot of times, 
by the time you go to court, it takes so long to go to court, to get the due process procedures. I like 
taking the guns early.” 

He added: 

“Like in this crazy man’s case that just took place in Florida. He had a lot of firearms. They saw 
everything. To go to court would have taken a long time. So you could do exactly what you’re saying, 
but take the guns first, go through due process second.” 

More Evidence 

Trump’s disregard for the U.S. Constitution’s Second Amendment was also apparent when he, by 
executive order, instituted a ban on bump stocks (which the Supreme Court just ruled was 
unconstitutional). He’s also spoken favorably of requiring background checks on all gun transfers 
(even between private individuals), raising the minimum age to purchase a firearm, and banning so-
called assault weapons. 

Perhaps his silence on these issues in the GOP’s political platform means he’ll be so busy working 
to implement the other promises that he won’t have time or the bandwidth to consider Second 
Amendment infringements. Or perhaps he is counting on the Supreme Court to eventually toss 
existing Second Amendment infringements in light of the recent Bruen ruling that his conservative 
appointees to the high court made in 2022, so he can focus his attention elsewhere. 

One dares not think, as his Democratic detractors claim, that he is a tyrant after all, putting 
pragmatism ahead of his oath to the U.S. Constitution. 

As Americans, we cannot give ground to the globalists on this issue.  Never forget that they do NOT 
seek a gun free environment.  What they seek is a monopoly on guns via civilian 
disarmament.  Historically, that has never worked well ever.  

This mess is so far from what the founding fathers envisioned for a government.  Will you help us set 
it straight? 

Will you join with us in this epic quest? 

We need your support!  Donate Here:  Donate today! (winred.com) 

Will you be part of that fight?  E-mail us at info@puregrassroots.org to get involved! 

What can YOU do about this? 

Get educated and get active in your community! 

Use these guiding principles to form your team: 

We believe the American system of government, a constitutional Republic, is the finest ever 
developed by man. 

We believe the traditional moral values of our Judeo-Christian heritage form the cornerstone 
of western civilization and that the family is the most vital unit of society. 

We believe the free market system, competitive capitalism, and private enterprise afford the 
widest opportunity and highest standard of living for all. 

We believe in the dignity of the individual.  We welcome people from all ethnic racial and 
religious backgrounds judging others only by character and ability - as we wish to be judged 

https://trk.klclick1.com/ls/click?upn=u001.Dp1x9pd5syQiM2R431ewJFuv0mP5Unr-2BMcKZZT5sXByFzApFKdgp5hSpEp38gQjbmNtlNium-2BYAIMQFj5n5LEzL3bA-2BT1k4Ogw3Fjeeuhp1aU-2BYc56IINus3rGCKRmV7HKovzlrel4jWH2GGJ02O6CS-2F-2BGYHFVA3Gisme-2FGdijB2jxMWAgBRcyjb0Wh2Rev-2B9gFY_pYzszJtWvDo4XrPcIrPEjzh8aWxr38EZ18qgGajRI3YcmP-2BdwhMkJsDb6-2F1VfXJe0PlylkIkQpVnfkD7vx-2F0mmsT74LKHI4B5MaSL7CZgGMUJEAWC0v93NMveaqXBjOibGayGpNDQAAZ9GI8fesi7BRtiRak-2BfhZW9iRBC0UqevslUYOUYGEvuSyGj7-2BIdcg4Z9xYLpXDkGW8nvSMVwyKDkteTh-2Bt6t-2B-2FTAujNIq-2Fv0rsgeuOxVGcqu15bOJAIf7gO2c9JfjaiN1VG6SO0JcXFITetXxmu-2FvuEzfAIL9aIVVvrAjEmOiPANo6Ky-2FtKOsMYT80BXPmzJkE9YwdIqF26nrM1T781-2F1szI-2BPbRT-2FGvKcehT8D7RHmjRjAZkU6jIdZ870Tb9GoPFxriDetIo-2BrBN-2Fw1sBe1OfGuuQRjfsTad0kFDcfWiW37t05n5qz-2Fbi-2BMjV-2B21-2Bd44184RhdN3GZpDCLGyVkWXuZPLo9d-2FTZo-3D
mailto:info@puregrassroots.org
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ourselves - our common bond is a love for liberty and our rejection of totalitarianism under 
any label. 

We believe that individual rights are endowed by our creator, not government; that the 
government's function should be limited to protecting our right to life, liberty, and property; 
and that individual rights are inseparably linked to individual responsibility. 

The fight continues! 

If you have any comments or questions for ARP, please contact us at: info@puregrassroots.org. 

Yours in Service, 
 

    

R. Morris Owens, J.D.   

Director of Communications for American Republic Policy 
 

 
 

P.S. Please forward this e-mail on to all the other activists in your network.  
 

  

 

mailto:info@puregrassroots.org
https://trk.klclick1.com/ls/click?upn=u001.Dp1x9pd5syQiM2R431ewJBrXeeh5so7dLqbz1YKKkv-2BR3qjHvk9XRZRfdD6gE-2F278ae1m89yZF35onQ-2FjT-2BkrjuaaK3j2jVfqUuItCjamEBvULtKwQJFz-2Bl8mI4fLOGVC4Gi_pYzszJtWvDo4XrPcIrPEjzh8aWxr38EZ18qgGajRI3YcmP-2BdwhMkJsDb6-2F1VfXJe0PlylkIkQpVnfkD7vx-2F0mmsT74LKHI4B5MaSL7CZgGMUJEAWC0v93NMveaqXBjOibGayGpNDQAAZ9GI8fesi7BRtiRak-2BfhZW9iRBC0UqevslUYOUYGEvuSyGj7-2BIdcg4Z9xYLpXDkGW8nvSMVwyKDkteTh-2Bt6t-2B-2FTAujNIq-2Fv0rsgeuOxVGcqu15bOJAIf7gO2c9JfjaiN1VG6SO0JcXFITetXxmu-2FvuEzfAIL9aIVVvrAjEmOiPANo6Ky-2FtKOs6X-2F1GAbabJfm3ygw8RgY99TczCde3HGSC9L81hgFuGSF8S5Etjt32AiUYwEZKgsVvbe6yfUt-2BnRhErWcC-2F7ZP3hzCm8EHnHjdc4uHzBQVUwAMlrRiPhNbi9-2F6MYyWXrP7RMNtkVnH8Df2EpNOV3hj3m7TX4k-2FGXeHsIWWA8xmVs-3D
https://trk.klclick1.com/ls/click?upn=u001.Dp1x9pd5syQiM2R431ewJADGeHSeOfCAEAfjvL4LzODVorWWn1qCs3jnPkS-2BnnQHJpwvnuGbPB6k-2FXW3Gwxu-2BeBc-2FC2d3AoSMhaHeVYkA0FZjcGXqGdixXbHy4NHbB5GkOEe6ZBl7e4AqBqtAjZB-2FA-3D-3DSQ3V_pYzszJtWvDo4XrPcIrPEjzh8aWxr38EZ18qgGajRI3YcmP-2BdwhMkJsDb6-2F1VfXJe0PlylkIkQpVnfkD7vx-2F0mmsT74LKHI4B5MaSL7CZgGMUJEAWC0v93NMveaqXBjOibGayGpNDQAAZ9GI8fesi7BRtiRak-2BfhZW9iRBC0UqevslUYOUYGEvuSyGj7-2BIdcg4Z9xYLpXDkGW8nvSMVwyKDkteTh-2Bt6t-2B-2FTAujNIq-2Fv0rsgeuOxVGcqu15bOJAIf7gO2c9JfjaiN1VG6SO0JcXFITetXxmu-2FvuEzfAIL9aIVVvrAjEmOiPANo6Ky-2FtKOszJsiEpJAYObpxmqezcjM-2ByefiKfZ8-2BBuNAaR6fIIyoOrGMRHIFdr-2BCZ4JURE-2FdobeQvXpkHh5zFENh9LgiMbU1EAMGgvIkC1lJjzBKUcswIcHoNx1SSldLjhwJiO9UJHmgYnaihZ6T41BBqJbY1eXSkz6EimbuePXXuwv5OnhCo-3D

