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americanrepublicpolicy.org 

Dear Friend, 

If you know someone that needs to be added to this policy briefing, please let us know by sending an e-mail here:  info@puregrassroots.org. 

Please also follow me on X (Formerly twitter) here:  R. Morris Owens (@MoeOwensJD) / X (twitter.com) or on Facebook here: Facebook 
 

On Independence Day, Let’s Remember What Made America Great 

  

The United States of America declared its independence on July 4, 1776. 248 years later, that independence is being threatened like never before. 
 

 

  

The Fourth of July is a purely American holiday that speaks to our faith as a nation. As Thanksgiving Day is about returning thanks for God’s 
providence in sustaining the early colonists through a hard and desolate period, Independence Day is about the faith that compelled us to 
declare our independence from a tyrannical power. It is interesting that the United States celebrates the day we declared our independence 
instead of the day we obtained it. It is doubtful that one in a hundred Americans can tell you the date the Brits surrendered or when England 
recognized us as a free and independent nation, but most Americans are at least vaguely aware that we declared ourselves independent on July 
4, 1776. We considered ourselves free when we declared it; we did not need the recognition of our captors to make it so. 

Now, 248 years later, we again stand at a crossroads. We have largely forsaken the founding principles that made America great. We have 
forgotten the paths we should have remembered. And we are paying for it. Far too many Americans are ignorant of the Constitution that was 
written to secure our God-given liberty, so we have a government that is running out of bounds while most people have no idea what is wrong or 
what is to be done to fix it. Worse still, we are divided not on the grounds of principled disagreement, but by party affiliation. 

And both major political parties are complicit in the ignorance that plagues America as well as in the erosion of liberty that results from that 
ignorance. America has never been more divided than now. The United States of America is a republic that calls itself a democracy and behaves 
like an empire. Nothing could be further from the principles enshrined in the Declaration of Independence and the Constitution. 
 

 

  

In recent years, a good example is the way the coronavirus has been used as a rationale to ramp up government intrusion in our daily lives — 
from lockdowns to mask mandates. Lockdowns were used by government to restrict and shut down church services and other public gatherings, 
despite the fact that both the right to freedom of religion and the right to freedom of speech are explicitly enshrined in the First Amendment to the 
U.S. Constitution. And although Democrat governors may have led the way in this egregious violation of fundamental rights, Republican 
governors have also contributed to the abuse. Though lockdowns have alleviated, that could change now that this outrageous precedent for the 
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violation of basic rights has been established. Meanwhile, Covid vaccines continue to be pushed upon Americans despite the mounting 
evidence that the vaccines kill many more people than they save. 

Another example is the string of unconstitutional wars we have fought on multiple battlefronts in recent times. When our Founding Fathers 
debated the power to make war during the Constitutional Convention of 1787, they applied the principle of separation of powers. The common 
phrase for going to war at that time was “Make War.” Kings — as sovereigns — “made war” without answering to anyone. No one, the Founders 
argued, should unilaterally be able to take a nation into war. They recognized that men are fallen, sinful creatures who don’t do well with 
unlimited power. Carry that forward to its natural conclusion and no one body should have that power either. So, they separated the power 
between Congress (the power to declare war) and the president (commander-in-chief). And that is the way we did it for 154 years. Congress 
argued and debated and declared war and then answered to the people in the next election. The president acted as commander-in-chief and 
executed the war and then answered to the people in the next election. But not since 1941 has it been done that way. Now the president can 
“make war” citing UN Security Council Resolutions or claiming that is in America’s national interests and Congress sits back and does nothing. 
When Republican presidents do it, Democrats in Congress occasionally make some noise about it and vice-versa, but that’s all. 
 

 

  

Still another example is the gargantuan federal budget, which was already out of control prior to when the Wuhan virus hit our shores but has 
gotten much worse since then.  Both Democrats and Republicans have expanded the budget as a way of paying for the expansion of federal 
power over issues and programs that are not listed as federal powers in the Constitution. It has been estimated that if the federal government 
were restricted to only those specifically enumerated powers (found mostly in Article I, Section 8), we would have a government five to 10 
percent the size it is right now — with a budget five to 10 percent the size it is right now. The War for Independence was fought over less 
taxes than the average American pays today. 

Mandatory lockdowns, undeclared wars, and undeclared bankruptcy through out-of-control borrowing and spending are all threats to the liberty 
of Americans, but they are far from the only threats. The redefining of marriage, the growing welfare state, socialized medicine, and a plethora of 
other ways the federal powers-that-be have overstepped their constitutional boundaries (which neither time nor space allows this article to 
cover sufficiently) serve as an indictment of the current state of affairs. 

They get away with it because most of the people think this is a Left vs Right/Republican vs Democrat issue. It isn’t. But because most think it is, 
myriad false and dangerous “solutions” are proposed to rein in the out-of-control federal government. Most of those “solutions” are at least as 
bad as the problem. Two good examples are a modern-day constitutional convention and abolishing the electoral college for a popular vote. The 
first would allow the very people who have built their careers ignoring the Constitution the opportunity to revise it or replace it with something 
much more to their liking, and the second would shift the balance of power to the large states and cities, causing an even greater erosion of 
liberty as the federal government would expand even more. 

No, this is not a battle between political parties; they are two sides of the same coin. It’s a battle between those who, like the Founding Fathers, 
want limited government and those who, because they love power, want unlimited government. The answer is to recommit ourselves to the 
principles of the founding of our republic. Read through both the Declaration and the Constitution this Independence Day. Start to see the 
political world around you through the clear lenses of those principles instead of red and blue lenses that have led us to blindly follow avaricious 
men and women who care more for their position than for the good of this republic. Consider joining yourself to other patriotic men and women 
to work together in concerted effort to restore the republic by effective activism. 

The essence of freedom is the proper limitation of government.  The purpose of government being to provide political protection for our God given 
rights.  These concepts are in line with scriptural teaching, and they are the foundations of what made America Great.  But ultimately, there will 
be no accountability at any level of politics unless there is accountability at the electorate level. 

Will you join with us in this epic quest? 

We need your support!  Donate Here:  Donate today! (winred.com) 

Will you be part of that fight?  E-mail us at info@puregrassroots.org to get involved! 

What can YOU do about this? 

Get educated and get active in your community! 

Use these guiding principles to form your team: 

We believe the American system of government, a constitutional Republic, is the finest ever developed by man. 
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We believe the traditional moral values of our Judeo-Christian heritage form the cornerstone of western civilization and that the family is 
the most vital unit of society. 

We believe the free market system, competitive capitalism, and private enterprise afford the widest opportunity and highest standard of 
living for all. 

We believe in the dignity of the individual.  We welcome people from all ethnic racial and religious backgrounds judging others only by 
character and ability - as we wish to be judged ourselves - our common bond is a love for liberty and our rejection of totalitarianism under 
any label. 

We believe that individual rights are endowed by our creator, not government; that the government's function should be limited to 
protecting our right to life, liberty, and property; and that individual rights are inseparably linked to individual responsibility. 

The fight continues! 

If you have any comments or questions for ARP, please contact us at: info@puregrassroots.org. 

Yours in Service, 
 

 

   

R. Morris Owens, J.D.   

Director of Communications for American Republic Policy 
   

P.S. Please forward this e-mail on to all the other activists in your network.  
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